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COVID-19 Battle Impact’s Pine Forest UMC Pastor’s Life, Faith

Jan Moye and Rev. Wes Moye, senior pastor of Pine Forest UMC in Dublin, both contracted COVID-19 in September. Rev. Moye ended up hospitalized for more than 100
days.

For more than 100 days, Rev. Wes Moye lay in a hospital room, surrounded by the countless nurses, doctors, and
machines that worked to keep him alive.
Now home after his harrowing battle with COVID-19, he’s surrounded by his wife, Jan, and the rest of their family as he
continues to recover and rehabilitate.
Throughout the four-month ordeal, Rev. Moye was surrounded by the love, prayers, and support of the Pine Forest UMC
congregation, friends around the South Georgia Conference, and fellow believers around the connection. Read more
Want even more of the story? Watch this brief video with Rev. Wes Moye

Alive Together at the Table with Bishop Bryan
Our Alive Together at the Table with Bishop Bryan discussions are
an opportunity for laity and clergy to come together via Zoom for
reflections and conversations: How is it with your soul? What is
going on in our conference and the general church you need to
know? The next two are set for Feb. 16 and Feb. 23. All will begin
at noon. Click here for more information.

Virtual St. Simons Island
Storytelling Festival!
February 20-21, 2021

Epworth By The Sea
Spend a cozy Saturday listening to tales of adventure, excitement and hilarity. So
you don’t have to travel, we will come to you! Relive past times and celebrate the best of humanity in the joyfilled space of story. You will laugh, you will cry and you will discover how very alive you can feel! Saturday
will feature all of the Storytellers, and Sunday will bring a very special message from Donald Davis!

Storytellers: Donald Davis, Kim Weitkamp, Rev. Robert Jones, Sr. and Tim Tingle.
Please visit their website for more information: stsimonsislandstorytellingfestival.com

North Katanga Conference Says Thank You!
The North Katanga Annual Conference says "Thank you!" to the South Georgia
Annual Conference for supporting North Katanga church development. 50 bags of
cement and iron sheets were given to a church in Tenke, 350 bags of cements
were given to a church in Kamina ville, a lupandilo local church was given 300
bags of cement, and Dean Scott parsonage was given 50 bags of cement. Rev.
Odette Kyakutala, pastor of lupandilo local church, stands beside Rev. Kyungu
wa Ngoy, pastor of Kamina ville local church and the bags of cement.

Conference News

2021 Annual Conference to Meet Virtually
Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the Annual Conference Program Committee, the officers
of the Annual Conference, and the Cabinet, announces that the 2021 South Georgia Annual
Conference session will be held virtually.
During the past 10 months, Bishop Bryan and the Program Committee have closely monitored the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic as we planned for the 2021 event. Throughout, we remained
cautiously optimistic about hosting Annual Conference in-person in June. The Program Committee
met on January 20 to assess the current state of public health and review the 400 survey responses
from laity and clergy about the format of the 2021 session. Read More

Vashti Special Sunday is Feb. 7
We invite all churches in the Conference to celebrate Vashti
Sunday on Sunday, February 7. Vashti's theme this year
is Healing Hearts, because that is the core of their mission.
Please visit Vashti’s website this Friday at vashti.org to access
information on how to participate in Vashti Sunday. Resources
include a summary of the ministry, a special sermon by Vashti’s
chaplain, a healing prayer, and a short impact video about how
their mission is touching lives. Please contact Resource
Development Director Susan O’Neal with any questions at susano@vashti.org.

2021 Dates for Lay Ministries (LSM and CLM)
The 2021 dates for Lay Ministries - Lay Servant Training and Certified Lay Ministry - have been
posted on the conference website. The time is right for churches to take advantage of these
leadership development opportunities. More than ever, we need well trained leaders in our local
churches. For more information, contact Anne Bosarge, Associate Director, Office of Congregational
Development, at anne@thechapelministries.com or 912-262-1331.

Statistical Tables Now Open
The Conference's statistical tables are now open. Find them online
here: www.sgaumc.org/statisticaltables.

Higher Education Scholarships Available
The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation is accepting scholarship applications for the
2021-2022 academic year. Through March 1, students are invited to apply for more than $2 million in
funds available to help pay for attending colleges, universities or seminaries related to The United
Methodist Church. See media resources | To apply

Donor-Advised Fund Allows the Martins to be More
Generous, Systematic, and Intentional in Their Giving
Click Here to Read the Article about Rev. and Mrs. Tommy Martin

Annual Confirmation Retreat Reimagined
The 20th annual Confirmation Retreat may not look like it has the last 19 years, but the focus remains
the same: to complement what a church is
or will be doing for each Confirmation class
and to bring a sense of connectedness to
our churches.
Since 2002, the South Georgia Conference
has sponsored an annual Confirmation
Retreat at Epworth By The Sea for students
in the fifth grade and above. This
event provides churches of all sizes an
opportunity to connect with others through
worship, study, and fellowship. While the
gathering of more than 500 confirmands
won’t be happening in person this March,
the content will be packaged (both digitally
and tangibly) to be used in creative, useful
ways for individual church groups. Read
more I More information and registration

2021 Lent Resources
This year, Ash Wednesday is on February 17 and will usher us into the season of Lent as we begin
the journey to the cross and then the celebration of the
risen Christ. Lent is a season that calls Christians into
simplicity, repentance, and reflection to grow closer to
God. It is not a season to rush through to the
excitement of Easter. Rather, Lent is a season to slow
down and reflect as we strip away what might hinder us
in our faith or pick up a practice that draws us nearer to
God. Click here for Ash Wednesday and Lent resources

Trying to get the best of both
in-person and digital?
Anne Bosarge, founder of Bright Ideas for Church Leaders and a new
Hybrid Women's Ministry, Becoming More, shares 10 tips for creating a
hybrid ministry in the free
webinar below.

HYBRID MINISTRIES WEBINAR
If you're looking for additional help or need a boost of creativity in establishing hybrid
ministries for your church, district, or conference, contact Anne
(anne@thechapelministries.com) for customized Think Tank retreats or live Webinars
specifically targeted to your situation.

Follow Becoming More!
becomingmore.online

“Creativity happens when a limitation is combined
with a determination to continue.”
- Anne Bosarge, "Get Out of That Box"

LOCAL CHURCH TREASURER 101 WEBINAR
SCHEDULED
We haven't held our Local Church Treasurer 101 workshop in a couple of
years, so I have scheduled it as a webinar. We will offer this webinar on Feb. 22 at
both 10:30 am and again at 7:00 pm. Hopefully, offering it twice will help people fit
it into their schedule. If not, we will record it and put it on the conference website.
Pastors, please make sure your church treasurer gets this email. We want
everyone to have an opportunity to attend this training.
What will we cover? A whole variety of topics that church treasurers may
face. Issues we will cover include:
• The Treasurer's Role
• The Financial Secretary's Role
• Segregation of Duties
• Pastoral Compensation Forms (withholding and W-2s)
• Preliminary and Final Apportionments
• Apportionment Calculations & Payments
• Benefits Billing
• Statistical Tables (and How They Impact Apportionments)
• Local Church Audits
I expect the webinar to last 60-90 minutes. Materials will be available to download prior to the workshop, so everyone
has a readable copy near at hand. Both sessions will cover the same material.
We will be using the ZOOM platform. You can watch the webinar using a desktop computer, laptop, tablet, or
phone. If you are using a tablet or phone, you will want to go into your app store and download the ZOOM app prior to the
workshop, so that you're not hung up at the start of the webinar.
To register for one of the webinar sessions, please click here. Registration will close at noon on Feb. 19, to give
us time to get the links and materials emailed to everyone.
Thank you all for your service to our church and to our Savior!

Derek

To the Clergy of the South Georgia Conference:
Thank you for the endurance you are showing as we navigate a global pandemic, reckoning with racial justice,
the rolling restart of our churches, and a national election! As John Killinger once said, “Alone you are but a
fragile vessel, but filled with the power of God there is nothing in the world that can defeat you.”
Your steadiness in Christ is a great strength to the people you serve, and it is a blessing to me. Thanks!
Another source of strength is the connectional system itself. And an important part of that system is the
appointment process through which clergy and congregations are brought together based on gifts,
characteristics, and opportunities for ministry.
Listed below is information about important items such as: the clergy compensation form, the appointment
preference form, the review of your appointment information, and orientation for moving pastors. Thank you for
giving your full attention to these items so that the Cabinet and I can be equipped to give our full attention to
the appointment making process.
I am glad to be Alive Together at the Table with you.
Lawson Bryan

Important Information for Clergy
Below is important information regarding forms, meeting dates and timelines related to the appointment making
process. Also included are announcements about our 2021 Annual Conference Session, apportionments and
statistical tables.

Appointment Making Process Related Information
Each year the Cabinet utilizes a tool called the “Master Move Book” in order to help facilitate the appointment
making process. This year they are also utilizing an online appointment making tool. The forms below are used
to populate these tools and ensure accurate information is used as the Cabinet discusses clergy appointments.
Your help in completing these forms in a timely manner is appreciated.
Compensation Form
Deadline to complete BOTH part 1 and part 2: December 4, 2020
Clergy Serving a Local Church: www.sgaumc.org/dashboard
Clergy Serving in an Extension Ministry Position: www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard
Clergy serving a local church will utilize the Church Dashboard to complete their compensation form (link
above). This form is filled out as part of the Charge Conference packet.
Extension Ministers will utilize the Extension Ministry Dashboard to complete their compensation form (link
above). The narrative form is also available through the dashboard if it has not previously been completed.
The last day to make updates to or complete both parts of the compensation form is December 4. Any
changes made after this date must be made through the District Office.

Appointment Preference: Report to the Bishop and Cabinet
Form sent by: January 4, 2021 | Deadline to return: February 1, 2021
No later than January 4, the District Office will mail to each clergyperson a form entitled “Report to the Bishop
and Cabinet” where information relative to the appointment process for 2021 will be recorded. The District
Office will also mail a similar report to each SPRC chairperson that solicits similar information. Each party is to
sign the other's form after it is completed prior to returning to the District Office. Please remember, the deadline
to return forms to the District Office is Monday, February 1.
Appointment Information Review
Review form made available: January 19, 2021 | Deadline to complete review: January 22, 2021
Clergy Serving a Local Church: www.sgaumc.org/dashboard
Clergy Serving in an Extension Ministry Position: www.sgaumc.org/emdashboard
In order to provide one last snapshot for clergy to review their information prior to the printing of the “Master
Move Book,” clergy will be asked to login to their dashboard (links above) between January 19 and January
22. There is nothing to complete; it is simply a one-page sheet to review. If there are any changes that need to
be made clergy will need to contact their District Office. There are 5 sections to review:
•
•
•
•
•

Charge Membership Information for 2020 (pulled from the December Discipleship Report)
Charge Apportionment Information for 2020 (pulled from the Administrative Services Office)
Appointment Information as of 7/1/2020 (pulled from the Conference Database)
Compensation Information for 2021 (pulled from the Clergy Compensation Form)
Sexual Ethics Workshop Last Attended (pulled from the Conference Pastoral Counselor Office)

Again, if there are any changes that need to be made please contact your District Office. Please note that the
Charge Membership and Apportionment Information will be blank for Extension Ministers. The deadline to
review this form, and to request changes to be made, is January 22.
Cabinet Appointment Making Sessions
The Appointive Cabinet will meet on the following dates. Consultation is a year-round process, and District
Superintendents will continue consultations with Pastors and SPRC as needed throughout the appointment
making process.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Appointment Making Session #1 - February 15-19
Appointment Making Session #2 - February 22-26
Appointment Making Session #3 - March 4
Appointment Making Session #4 - March 8-12
Appointment Making Session #5 - March 15-19
Appointment Making Session #6 - March 22-24
Appointment Making Session #7 - April 5-9
Appointment Making Session #8 - April 12-16
Anticipated release of appointments - April 18

Orientation for Moving Pastors
Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet will host a workshop on May 5 for full-time moving clergy.
Superintendents will release the location and time for this event in the spring. Please remember that this is a
mandatory meeting for all moving pastors.
Preaching Schedule & Moving Day
In an effort to encourage clergy to take a Sabbath break, the Bishop and Appointive Cabinet invite all clergy,
especially those who are projected to move to a new appointment, to observe the following:

2020 Conference Journal Now Available for Ordering,
Download

The 2020 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available
for purchase. Those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their
copy(ies) online directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each
plus tax and shipping.
Click here to order your copy of the 2020 Journal of the South Georgia
Annual Conference.*
The Journal is also available as a free PDF download
at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. Adobe Acrobat Reader is required
to download the file(s). You also have the ability to download just the sections
desired. More information

What Churches Need to Know About The New Round of PPP
Loans
When the recent $900 billion COVID relief bill was signed into law, the federal government also
approved a second round of Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) loans for small businesses – including
churches and other non-profit organizations.
This means some South Georgia United Methodist congregations are eligible for another round of
PPP loans. This second round of PPP loans is similar to the first, but does have several important
differences. Loans will be available to first-time qualified borrowers and to businesses that previously
received a PPP loan, provided they meet several requirements. If churches did not file for an original
PPP loan, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 allows them to file for one now, under the
original rules. One major factor to consider is that to be eligible for a Second Draw PPP Loan, the
borrower must have experienced a revenue reduction of 25 percent or greater in 2020 relative to
2019. Read more

Crossroads UMC to Serve as Conference’s Disaster
Storehouse

Constructed during the church building boom of the early 1990s, Crossroads United Methodist
Church’s Family Activities Building – a sprawling 3,750 square foot building that once hosted
community gatherings, large meals, youth events, and more – now sits virtually empty.
Because of the coronavirus crisis, these large gatherings have, for now, ceased, but the church’s
leadership didn’t want the building to go totally unused.
So when they heard of the Conference’s need for space to house disaster kits and supplies, it was
easy to say yes, said Rev. Grant Abernathy, pastor of Crossroads UMC in Perry.
“Something we were just talking about as a church was how we could be an instrument for the
community. We had already had that conversation,” Rev. Abernathy said. “We saw the need and
responded.” Read more

Below are four things we can all do now to help those impacted
by a storm:
1. Pray. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have been
affected by Hurricane Laura. Please also pray for the First
Responders through the search and rescue phase of this
response, Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, and the
many volunteers in the Texas and Louisiana Conferences of The
United Methodist Church who are working tirelessly to provide
relief and assess immediate needs.

2. Give. Give to relief and recovery efforts.
• Donate online
• Give through your

local church to SGA Conference Advance #6798: Disaster Response Outside SGA
• Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made out to the South Georgia Conference
and earmarked Conference Advance #6798 - Hurricane Laura Relief (address: PO Box
7727, Macon, GA 31209).
• Give through UMCOR to US Disaster Response #901670
3. Wait. Please do not deploy until our Conference Disaster Response team receives a call for volunteers. Our
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Luis Morales, will provide information for the District Disaster Response
Coordinators and the ERT teams to deploy as soon as it is secure, safe, and sanitary and the Texas Conference and/or
Louisiana Conference have issued an invitation for teams.
Also, please do not begin collecting or sending goods and supplies until we have clear direction for what is
needed to best assist the areas. UMCOR is already at work and has already staged thousands of flood buckets in the
area. While we all want to be helpful during this time, we also don’t want to contribute to the “second disaster.” In the
months and weeks to come, there may be a need to help replenish Sager Brown’s supply. We will communicate if there is
a time to produce those buckets. While we all want to be helpful during this time, we also do not want to contribute to the
“second disaster” in which well intended donations are not an actual need (or there are no current avenues for
distribution) allowing items to collect and do harm by becoming a burden to responders.
4. Connect. Stay connected to the conferences that have been impacted through their websites and Facebook pages for
updated, timely information:

Louisiana Annual Conference:
Website: https://www.la-umc.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/louisianaconference
Texas Annual Conference:
Website: https://www.txcumc.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/txumc
Questions
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. We will continue to keep you updated through
our website and Facebook page as assessments are made and invitations are given for outside ERT teams to go into
these areas if needed. Praying for all those affected and displaced from this storm.

Luis Morales
South Georgia Conf. Disaster Coordinator
morhilll@gmail.com

Allison Lindsey
Director, Office of Connectional Ministries
allison@sgaumc.com

Rev. Wes Moye (Pine Forest UMC)
Rev. Don Kea
Rev. Cleo Gilchrist (Howard Chapel UMC)
Mrs. Robin Hagan (wife of Rev. Kirk Hagan)
Rev. Tom Johnson, Sr.
Rev. Cheryl Roach – Joycliff/Smith Chapel UMC
Rev. Ron Dixon and wife Cheryl Dixon – Davisboro/New Hope
Mrs. Jolene Barlow (wife of Rev. Eugene Barlow)
If you have prayer concerns you would like to share, please
contact the district office.

FEBRUARY
3 Eugene Barlow
Forbes
4 john Bagwell(R)
Carroll(R)
7 Tammy Humphries
Bankston
12 Lynn Woodson(S)
Blumenthal
18 Gale Haney(S)
Payne(R)
20 Regina Smith(S)
22 Kay Harris(S)
25 Sandra Cook(S)
26 Grant Abernathy
27 Dana Goshorn(S)

4 Linda Horton(RS)
7 Juli Alligood(S)

14 Mike & Ronda
15 John & Ann

8 Nicole Walker(S)

23 Mike & Jenny

13 Caroline Perkins(S)

26 Missy & Skip

19 Cheryl Dixon(S)

27 Joyce & Jack

21 Joyce Dent(RS)
24 Dot Helms(S)
25 Wesley Jones(R)
26 Wendy Bland(S)
28 Louise Collins(RS)

Children’s Birthdays

Silas Norman
Scott Norman

Julia & Audie Norman
Julia & Ausie Norman

February 11
February 11

EVANGELISM REPORT
January 2021
CHURCH NAME

ABBEVILLE
LIBERTY HILL
ALLENTOWN
DANVILLE

BEGINNING
MEMBERSHIP

AVG.
COMBINED
ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS
ADDED

MEMBERS
REMOVED

AVG. SMALL
GROUP
ATTENDANCE

140
18

22
11

0
0

0
0

15
8

278

35

5

0

12

480
17
48
14
6

141
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

14

308
308
185
204
12

0
7
49
22
6

0
0
0
0
0

0
1
1
1
0

30
15
11
0
0

67

24

0

2

8

184
872
142
35
70
884
358

46
166
17
15
22
220
41

0
0
0
0
0
0
1

0
1
1
0
1
7
3

20
77
0
0
7
44
58

WESLEY CHAPEL

ANDREW
BETHEL
LINTON
PLEASANT GROVE

BONAIRE
BREWTON
BOILING SPRINGS

LOVETT
THOMAS CHAPEL

BUCKHORN
CARTER’S
CHAPEL
CENTENARY
CENTERVILLE
CHRIST
COCHRAN FIRST

LONGSTREET
CORINTH
CROSSROADS
DAVISBORO
NEW HOPE
DEEPSTEP
DEXTER
DUBLIN FIRST
DUDLEY

5
42
0
0

EASTMAN FIRST

ELKO
SNOW
GROVANIA
EVERGREEN
FOREST HILLS
GETHSEMANE
GORDON
GRAY
CLINTON
HADDOCK
SUNSHINE
HARVEST
HAWKINSVILLE
FIRST
HERITAGE AT
HOUSTON

BEGINNING
MEMBERSHIP

AVG.
COMBINED
ATTENDANCE

MEMBERS
ADDED

MEMBERS
REMOVED

AVG. SMALL
GROUP
ATTENDANCE

IRWINTONTOOMSBORO
SALEM
JEFFERSONVILLE
ASBURY
JOYCLIFF
SMITH CHAPEL
LAUREL BRANCH

52

14

0

0

5

11

12

0

0

0

LIBERTY
LIZELLA
MARTHA BOWMAN
MONTROSE
MOORE’S CHAPEL

475
298
892

0
25
162

0
0
3

3
1
3

10
0
245

6

0

0

0

0

BETHEL
MULBERRY
STREET
NUEVA VIDA
NORTHVIEW
OAK GROVE
PARK MEMORIAL
PERRY
PINE FOREST
PINE HILL
PINEY MOUNT
PITTS CHAPEL
RIVERSIDE
ROCHELLE
PITTS
ROCKLEDGE
MIDWAY
ROGERS
SANDERSVILE
SHURLINGTON
SWIFT CREEK
TABERNACLE
TENNILLE
TRINITY
LUCY CHAPEL
PROSPECT
VINEVILLE
WARNER ROBINS
FIRST
WESLEY

36
1142

13
65

0
0

0
6

0
100

862
801
49
170
22
431

79
60
14
27
4
0

2
0
0
0
0
0

3
0
0
0
0
4

48
15
5
4
0
0

37

16

0

0

0

16
46
1223

6
10
79

0
0
0

0
1
5

0
8
221

CHURCH NAME

HERITAGE
HOWARD CHAPEL

ARLINE-BETHEL
MAPLE SPRINGS
WESLEY CHAPEL

PINEY MOUNT
WRIGHTSVILLE
FIRST

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY

